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RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE, BICTON-PALMYRA BRANCH 
Statement by Member for Alfred Cove 

DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [12.58 pm]:  I draw the attention of the House to the excellent research and 
hard work undertaken by the Bicton-Palmyra branch of the Returned Services League, which has examined the 
disparity between concessions given to veteran disability pensioners in Western Australia compared with those 
in other States.  They have made submissions to the committee for a review of veterans’ entitlements.  Because 
of their dedication, I hope that some 8 000 disabled veterans in Western Australia will be given pensioner 
concession cards and eventually receive the same entitlements as their comrades in other States.  In New South 
Wales, for example, a veteran pensioner with a 70 per cent or higher disability does not have to pay stamp duty 
when he purchases a new or used vehicle, and gets his motor vehicle registration and drivers licence free of 
charge.  In Western Australia, these exemptions apply only to veterans who are totally and permanently 
incapacitated.   

In NSW, the Government provides a soldier’s pass that allows veterans who are on a disability pension free 
access to public transport in and around Sydney, whereas in Western Australia disabled veterans pay 50 per cent 
of the fare.  In New South Wales, veterans with pensioner concession cards get four free trips a year to regional 
centres, whereas in Western Australia they are allowed only two.  The New South Wales Government gives 
disabled veterans with PCCs a discount on their gas bills and concession prices for many sporting venues, but 
that does not happen in Western Australia.  In New South Wales, veterans are even given a free fishing licence, 
whereas in Western Australia they must pay 50 per cent of the cost.   

It is difficult to understand why the Labor Government in New South Wales sees fit to offer disabled veterans a 
generous range of exemptions and concessions, while this Government is squeezing them for every dollar it can 
get.  Many of these veterans still suffer terrible disabilities that date back to World War II when they fought to 
defend Australia.  I implore the Government to review these disparities and make sure that we show some 
compassion and generosity by making a small contribution in return for the services that the veterans provided to 
their country.  

Point of Order 

Mr MASTERS:  I raise my great concern that somehow or other the member for Nedlands and I have been 
unable to present our 90-second statements.  I believe that the Deputy Speaker’s hands are tied and she cannot 
give me the call because six members have made their statements.  Nonetheless, as a member of the official 
Opposition I was under the impression that if members on this side of the House were to make their statements, 
it would be as a result of a prior arrangement with our Whip.  I now find that a member of the National Party and 
the Independent member for Alfred Cove have made their statements at the expense of two members of the 
official Opposition.  I called that point of order to get my point recorded in Hansard.  I do not think that the 
Deputy Speaker is able to rule on that basis.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.  That is not a matter for the Chair.  However, one would 
hope that those matters would be sorted out between the relevant speakers. 

Sitting suspended from 1.01 to 2.00 pm 
 


